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By David C. Evans and Victoria Arbour

In 2017, a new species of dinosaur
was identified and named by
scientists at the Royal Ontario
Museum. The new 75-million-
year-old, plant-eating Zuul
crurivastator is named after the
fictional monster “Zuul” from the
1984 movie Ghostbusters, based
on the features of dinosaur’s well-
preserved skull. Like the monster,
the new species has a short,
rounded snout and prominent
horns behind the eyes. The shape
of the horns and the ornaments on
the skull are what identified Zuul
as a species new to science.

This publication explores not
only the uniqueness of the ROM'’s
specimen, but also how Zuul fits
within the larger world of ankylosaurs
and their evolution. The book
discusses palaeontological research
and digs, highlighting the ROM'’s
innovations in palaeontology. It tells
the story of the life and times of Zuul,
the preservation of it as an intact
fossil, and the ROM-led research on

this remarkable specimen. It includes

up-to-date research on armoured
dinosaur biology, photographs

of the field sites and specimens
from the museum’s collections,

and illustrations of Zuul in its
environment. The book is an inviting
overview of the ankylosaur group of
dinosaurs for a general audience.
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found in Ontario. They have
an easy-to-understand
approach, comprehensive
coverage, and accessible
design making them essential
guides for both amateur and
professional naturalists.
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